
Fairmont United Methodist Church Summer 2026

Fairmont Focus

A Word from the Pastor

For decades now, Fairmont UMC and Avent Ferry UMC have sat on the opposite sides of the NC State
Campus, and several of our members have known each other, and even admired one another. Both churches
have successfully reached out and faithfully connected with their communities in unique and creative ways.  We
have also both been strong advocates for the full inclusion of the church. And several years ago, there began to
be conversations about whether we should be doing more things together. 2 years ago, our youth groups began
meeting together, along with Open Table UMC, to form a combined reconciling youth group here in the center
of Raleigh. And then, this past January, the Church Council here at Fairmont approved a motion to explore and
see if a merger between Avent Ferry and Fairmont was possible. 

Last month at Cafe Carolina, a meeting occurred between several key congregational leaders of the church to
continue this exploration process, and we thought worshiping together a few times this upcoming year could
help us discern whether this is a good idea for our communities. You could call it the “dating phase.” We will
get to know one another, our campuses, and communities—and continue to find ways to partner and do ministry
with each other more this upcoming year. So a couple of weeks ago, our Church Council approved this plan, and
so there will be 5 Sundays where we will worship together this upcoming school year. They are August 30th at
Fairmont, November 29th at Avent Ferry, January 31st at Fairmont, April 4th at Avent Ferry, and May 30th at
Fairmont. Each time we gather, we are planning to bring our choirs together for the service and have a
fellowship meal after the service. 

What our church leadership is asking from you is to give this a try and see how God’s Spirit shows up among us
as we build relationships and experience their witness of Jesus in their lives and community. We do not know
where these efforts will end up, but we are sure  that God is pleased by us coming together more often and being
a stronger witness for our community.
 
In Christ's love,
Scott
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Fairmont United Methodist Church Summer 2026

Children, Youth, Music, More

A Word about Children’s Church

At the start of the summer, the children began a summer-long project to create a cooperative game. This project
is designed to accommodate the fluctuating attendance we often see during the summer months.

We have also begun teaming up with the nursery group. During our gathering in the nursery on July 5th, two of
our youngest members shared several great ideas for the game's development.

Additionally, I will be attending a Safe Sanctuary conference this Saturday, July 11th. I hope to bring back ideas
that will help more people become certified and step up to serve our entire community.

Thank you,
Regan Dunlap
Children's Ministry Coordinator

Camp #livedifferently Registration is open! 
Link to register is on the Fairmont website and in our email announcements.
Fee: $60.00

We are so excited to invite you to Compassion Camp! This wonderful program
is a special way for us to explore how we can care for ourselves, one another,
and our amazing world.
This year, we’ll be discovering the simple, beautiful things every living being
needs to thrive. We can’t wait to explore these essentials together:
  - Cozy Shelter
  - Nourishing Food
  - Fresh Water
  - Clean Air
  - A Supportive Community
Dates: Monday, August 17 – Thursday, August 20, from 9:00 AM-Noon
Location: Fairmont United Methodist Church, 2501 Clark Ave, Raleigh, NC 27607
Questions? Contact Regan Dunlap, Children's Ministry Coordinator, reganfairmont@gmail.com 

2

mailto:reganfairmont@gmail.com


Fairmont United Methodist Church Summer 2026

Children, Youth, Music, More

Youth News

Vincent Muscle is one of the youth delegates from the NC Conference
attending GYPC26. The 2026 Global Young People’s Convocation (GYPC)
takes place every four years, is worldwide in nature, and is required by the
United Methodist Book of Discipline. GYPC is primarily organized by and for
United Methodist Young People. The event is also open to ecumenical parners
and denominations that have a relationship or partnership with the United
Methodist Church. We focus the event on young people between the ages of
12-35; adult chaperones and those who serve young people.
Liz Roberts and Vincent, were in Ireland for the conference, as well as RWF student Zach Wall, who was a
delegate from the Western NC Conference.

Community Garden News

Grow Together Garden – Creation Care

The third growing season for Grow Together Garden has had a hot, dry start, but we are still caring for God’s
creation. The food and flowers bring nourishment and joy. Have you
ever wondered why the plants in the Grow Together Garden were
chosen?

The vegetables are ones that can be eaten raw or have been requested.
The produce that is grown is shared with anyone that wants it. We are
growing tomatoes, basil, peppers (bell, jalapeno, serrano, and poblano),
green beans, cucumbers, carrots, squash and zucchini, tomatillos, and
corn. Ruth Kraus made signs identifying where everything is in the
garden and how to harvest.  Please help yourself.

The pollinator garden on the bank beside Horne St. is planted with
perennial flowers and reseeding annual flowers. Many of these flowers
were chosen because they have flower structures that support the feeding
of pollinators. Our insect and bird friends need flat, open flowers so they
can rest while they feast. Yarrow, red hot poker, cardoon, black-eyed
susan, and knapweed are a few of the pollinator friendly flowers in the
garden.  The rose, crocosmia, sunflowers, strawflowers, and cosmos are being grown to bring joy to the humans
that visit the garden and to use in flower arrangements for the sanctuary. You owe it to yourself to smell the
pink rose in the pollinator garden!  It smells divine. 

This summer I have been preparing to extend the pollinator garden around the corner, along Clark Ave. in front
of the Fairmont sign.  If you have perennial flowers that you would like to share for this new garden space,
please let me know.  I can help you divide the plants if you need.

Helen Kraus
helentkraus@gmail.com 
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Fairmont United Methodist Church Summer 2026

Children, Youth, Music, More

Music Notes:

Handbell Players! Be sure to sign up on the board at the back of the 
Sanctuary. We’re beginning the discussion about the best time for Handbells 
to rehearse. Share your thoughts with Randy Shepard by email or text him 
at 919-971-5997.

Looking ahead to August! The Fairmont Gospel Revue will play at 
morning worship on Sunday, August 16, the first Sunday that college 
students start coming back.

The Chancel Choir takes a break in July, but will soon be coming 
back. This is a great time to join the choir, as we are all starting out new for the Fall Season. Rehearsals will
resume the first week

Fairmont–Extending a Warm Welcome

Back to School Luncheon Under the Oaks - On Sunday, August 16th following morning worship, we will be
offering subs, chips, and drinks for all the students and families that will be joining us as they get ready to start
classes the following day on Monday, August 17th. The food will be on tables in the courtyard, and everyone is
invited to join us in the shade as we sit around tables and chairs outside. The Fairmont Gospel Revue Band will
be leading the music for worship that morning, and we are hoping to begin the school year with a bang! We
hope to see you there.

Fellowship Meal with Avent Ferry UMC and New Students - On Sunday, August 30th at 11 AM, we will be
worshiping with Avent Ferry UMC at Fairmont, along with the students who are back with us! And so we
would like to celebrate everyone coming back together with a Potluck Meal in the Fellowship Hall following
morning worship. A Sign-Up Genius for various things to bring and help with will be coming around soon!

Social Justice and Missions

Siembra NC: Join us on Saturday, August 8 at Halifax
Mall in Raleigh, as we gather to pray for the safety and
wellbeing of all North Carolinians. On June 24, 2026, the

North Carolina General Assembly voted to override Governor Josh Stein's veto on SB-153, a law that requires
state law enforcement agencies to collaborate with ICE. This creates a safety crisis for North Carolina.
At the event, we will join together and call on leadership of state law enforcement agencies to keep all of us safe
now that they have this responsibility.
People will also be invited to join in other ways we can work to keep North Carolinians safe and continue to
work to win the state we want to live in.
If you are part of a local congregation, use the RSVP form at https://siembranc.solidarity.tech/august8 to register
your group.
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Fairmont United Methodist Church Summer 2026

More Social Justice

Living Our Faith Summer Series-Benson Memorial UMC 
July 22 & August 12:7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  |  Fellowship Hall

July 22 – Building a Fairer North Carolina: Environmental
Justice in Action
Presenters: Cliff Robins, Senior Counsel, Environmental Justice,
Southern Coalition for Social Justice
Aiswarya Murali, Counsel, Environmental Justice, Southern
Coalition for Social Justice 

August 12 – Who is My Neighbor? Exploring Cultures, Uniting Communities, Breaking Stereotypes
Panel led by: Dr. MariaRosa Rangel, Director of Equity Affairs, Wake County Public School System
Co-sponsored by The Encouraging Place
Meet and understand your neighbors. Join The Encouraging Place, Benson Memorial UMC, and the North
Carolina Society of Hispanic Professionals for a captivating panel discussion. Dive into the rich cultures of
various Latino countries, debunk stereotypes, and build stronger community bonds.
Read more about the series:  https://bensonmemorialumc.org/living-our-faith.html 

Calendar

Garden Work Days
Thursday, July 23 at 6:00 PM; Saturday, July 25 at 10:00 AM (we’ll take a break in August and start back up

again in mid-September)

Living Our Faith Series: Building a Fairer NC
Wednesday, July 22 at 7:00 PM

Benson Memorial United Methodist Church 

Siembra NC: We Will Dwell in Safety
Saturday, August 8 in Raleigh from 10:00 AM-3:00 PM - Halifax Mall 

Living Our Faith Series: Who Is My Neighbor?
Wednesday, August 12 at 7:00 PM

Benson Memorial United Methodist Church 

Back to School Luncheon Under the Oaks
Sunday, August 16 following Morning Worship 

Camp #livedifferently
Monday, August 17 – Thursday, August 20, from 9:00 AM-Noon at Fairmont

Worship and Fellowship Meal with Avent Ferry UMC
Sunday, August 30 at Fairmont
Morning Worship at 11:00 AM

Covered Dish Lunch in the Fellowship Hall after Worship
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Fairmont United Methodist Church Summer 2026

Recent Pictures

Fun at the Easter
Egg Hunt!
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Fairmont United Methodist Church Summer 2026

Recent Pictures

Easter Morning Worship with Pipers from NCSU

    Pollinator Garden Pollinator Garden

     Hibiscus (below)     Sunflowers (below)

  Pollinator Garden

Black-eyed Susans &

  Crocosmia (above)
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Fairmont United Methodist Church Summer 2026

Our Mission
to love God, worship joyfully,

advocate for peace and justice, embrace diversity
and serve with Christ-like compassion.

Recent Pictures

2026 Global Young People’s Convocation 
Raleigh Wesley Foundation Mission Team in Costa Rica

2026 Fairmont Work Team
in Western North Carolina
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